Testimony
A Pamphlet from Pax Christi Texas
Anticipating January 12, 2020
Communications with the editor may be sent to j6anthonyblasi@yahoo.com. Pax Christi
International was founded in 1945 with the encouragement of Bishop Pierre Marie Théas of
Montauban, France, by Marthe Dortel Claudot, as a Christian lay organization dedicated to
preventing a repetition of the savagery of the twentieth century’s world wars.

Editorial
After the calendar, the Liturgical Reading reflections are based on readings for the
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Tom Keene’s poem is Death. For more of Tom’s
poems, see http://www.tomkeeneandthemuse.com/index.php. Following the
poem is the message of Pope Francis for the World Day of Peace, dated
December 8, 2019, for distribution January 1, 2020.
I have extended the calendar items for which information is available to the
end of March. I will be overseas January 15 to February 15, and this is a simple
stratagem to make lining up calendar items easier from outside North America.
Beginning January 10, a new movie, Just Mercy, based on a book by Bryan
Stevenson, recounts Stevenson’s effort to free an innocent man from death row.
Showings of the movie in various cities can be found at
https://www.justmercyfilm.com/ticketing/

Calendar
In Austin
Tuesday January 7, 9:00am-12:00pm, and Saturday January 11, 9:00am-12:00pm,
discussion and plan for action, “Five Myths on Immigration.” McCord Hall 204,
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 100 E. 27th St. $25, includes breakfast.
Information: https://www.austinseminary.edu/contact-lifelong-learning
Sunday January 19 (3rd Sunday of the month), 7:00pm, Pax Christi Austin meeting.
Fr. Payne House, St. Ignatius Church, 126 Oltorf St.

Monday January 20, 9:00am, Martin Luther King March, Festival and Food Drive.
Short program at the MLK statue on the UT campus, followed by march to
Huston-Tillotson University, where further activities are planned.
Thursday January 30, 12:30pm-1:30pm, discussion on “Colleges Must Choose:
Pursue truth or Harmony/Social Justice.” Read for the discussion the article
at https://www.chronicle.com/article/Are-Colleges-Failing/244544. Fleck Hall
305, St. Edward’s University, 3001 S. Congress.
In El Paso
Fridays, 12:00pm-1:00pm, Pax Christi El Paso joins Border Peace Presence in front
of the Federal Courthouse (corner of Campbell and San Antonio).
Tuesday January 7, 6:45pm Pax Christi El Paso meeting. Centro Mujeres de la
Esperanza, 1101 Birch St. Visitors welcome.
Sunday January 12, 3:00pm, film: A Force More Powerful, documentary on
nonviolent movements in the 20th century. St. Joseph School auditorium; enter
through school parking lot across from church rectory at 1315 Travis St.
Wednesday January 15, 12:00pm-1:00pm, execution vigil in front of the El Paso
County Courthouse.
In Houston
Saturday January 11, 9:00am-11:30am, Prayer and Labyrinth Walk to End Human
Trafficking. This is in observance of National Human Trafficking Awareness Day
and commemoration of St. Josephine Bakhita, patroness of trafficking victims.
Dominican Center for Spirituality, 6501 Almeda Rd. contact Ceil Roeger @713440-3714 or croeger@domhou.org
Sunday January 19, 9:45am, “Voter Registration in the Civil Rights Movement and
Today,” Cherry Steinwender (Center for the Healing of Racism). Room 201, St.
Philip Presbyterian Church, 4807 San Felipe.
Monday January 20, 10:00am, 26th Annual MLK Grande Parade begins at San
Jacinto & Elgin St. Information: http://www.mlkgrandeparade.org or call 713-9531633.

Friday January 24, 8:00am-9:00am, “Evangelicalism and Whiteness in the Age of
Trump,” Jessamin Birdsall (Ph.D. cand., Princeton U.), joining virtually. Lovett Hall,
Suite 402 (accessible via bldg.. entrance C), Rice University. Information: Hayley
Hemstreet, hjh2@rice.edu.
Mondary January 27, 4:00pm, “The Hungarian Holocaust,” Moshe Y. Vardi (Rice
U.). Sewell Hall 301, Rice University.
Tuesday January 28, 12:15pm-1:30pm, “Death of the Black Church: How Religious
Diversity Erodes Racial Solidarity among African Americans,” Jason Shelton (U. of
Texas, Arlington). Kyle Morrow Room, Fondren Library, Rice University.
Information: Shirley Tapscott, sht1@rice.edu.
Tuesday January 28, 7:00pm-8:30pm, panel discussion “Race and Evangelical
Politics,” Richard Mouw (Fuller Theological Seminary), Jason Shelton (U. of Texas,
Arlington), Janelle Wong (U. of Maryland). Sewell Hall 309, Rice University.
Information: Hayley Hemstreet, jhj2@rice.edu.
Sunday February 2, 9:45am, “The Immigration Mess: One Presbyterian’s Story,”
Nancy Kral, Ph.D. (Lone Star College, retired). Room 201, St. Philip Presbyterian
Church, 4807 San Felipe.
Thursday February 6, 4:00pm, “antisemitism, Pornography, and American Jews,”
Josh Lambert (University of Massachusetts). Information:
jewishstudies@rice.edu. Registration:
https://events.rice.edu/#!view/event/date/20200206/event_id/69900
Friday February 7, 8:00am-9:00am, “Making Monday Matter: American
Evangelicalism and the Deprivatization of Economic Orientations in the 20th
Century,” Andrew Lynn (University of Virginia). Information: Hayley Hemstreet,
RPLP Program Manager, hjh2@rice.edu, 713-348-3974. Register:
https://events.rice.edu/#!view/event/date/20200207/event_id/69060
Thursday February 20, 10:00am-6:00pm, Workshop: The Medical Ethics of
Consciousness, Sunil Kothari (Memorial Hermann Hospital), Christos Lazaridis
(University of Chicago), Andrea Lavazza (CUI, Italy), and Lan Li (Rice University);

discussant Tim Bayne (Monash University). Founders Room, Lovett Hall, Rice
University. Information: Dr. Uriah Kriegel, uriah.kriegel@rice.edu.
Sunday February 23, 9:45am, “Physician-Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia after the
Holocaust,” Sheldon Rubenfeld, MD, FACP (Baylor College of Medicine). Room
201, St. Philip Presbyterian Church, 4807 San Felipe.

Saturday February 29, Racial Wealth and the Income Gap, presented by
NETWORK. Dominican Center for Spirituality, 6501 Almeda Rd. Contact Ceil
Roeger @713-440-3714 or croeger@domhou.org
In San Antonio
Monday January 6, 3:30pm-5:30pm, film, Taking Root: The Vision of Wangari
Maathai (African environmentalist, Nobel Peace Prise 2004). Christus Heritage
Hall, The Village at Incarnate Word, 4707 Broadway.
Friday January 10, 7:30am-9:00am, Dreamweek 2020 Opening Breakfast. Keynote
speaker is Paul Rusesabagina, who hid refugees during the Rwanda genocide and
founded the Hotel Rwanda Rusesabagina Foundation to fight for human rights.
$65.00. Briscoe Western Art Museum, Jack Guenther Pavillion. 200 W. Market.
https://dreamweek.org/events/
Sunday January 12, 4:00pm-6:30pm, panel discussion “Religion and Violence: It’s
Complicated,” Roger Barnes (U. of Incarnate Word), Sajida Jalalzai (Trinity U.),
Simran Singh (Union Seminary, NY), Derick Wilson (Ulster U., Northern Ireland,
scholar-in-residence St. Philip’s College). SoL Center, University Presbyterian
Church, 300 Bushnell (park off Shook). Free, but register by January 8 at
https://upcsa.org/sol-center-registration/
Monday January 13, 7:00pm-8:30pm, Vigil for Interfaith Justice: Somebody’s
Hurting Our People and We Won’t Be Silent Anymore. Main Plaza. Organized by
Poor People’s Campaign San Antonio.

Tuesday January 14, 6:00pm-7:30pm, “MLK: His Legacy of Resistance,” Jewish
Voice for Peace. Travis Park Church, 230 E. Travis Street.
Wednesday January 15, 12:00pm-1:00pm, execution vigil in front of the Bexar
County Courthouse, 300 Dolorosa.
Saturday January 18, 5:00pm mass, followed by dinner and social; 7:15
“Restorative Justice and Marianist Faith Communities,” Rosalyn Collier. Holy
Rosary Parish, 159 Camino Santa Maria. To attend the dinner, RSVP to
SARAH.MARIANIST@gmail.com.
Tuesday January 21, 6:00pm, agenda-setting meeting for 2020, Alamo Group of
the Sierra Club. Eco Centro, 1802 N. Main.
Thursday January 23, 7:00pm-9:00pm, Martin Luther King Commemorative
Lecture, Robert D. Buyllard (Texas Southern University), scholar on the
Environmental Justice Movement. Laurie Auditorium, Trinity University, One
Trinity Place.
Saturday January 25, 1:30pm-3:30pm, “Phenology: The Living Calendar of
nature,” Jon Zeitler (National Weather Service). Christus Heritage Hall, The Village
at Incarnate Word, 4707 Broadway.
Sunday January 26, 3:00pm, Fourteenth Annual Blessing of the Peacemakers,
honoring the 2020 San Antonio Peace Laureates: Lionel Sosa, Gurvinder Pal (G.P.)
Singh, and Cappy Lawton. Whitley Center, Oblate School of Theology, 285 Oblate
Dr.
Tuesday January 28, 7:00pm, Lecture by Eboo Patel (Interfaith Youth Core).
Jackson Auditorium, Weston Center, Texas Lutheran University, 1000 W. Court
Street, Seguin.
Monday February 10, 7:00pm-9:00pm, LGBTQ+ and the Spiritual Journey Series:
“Interfaith Insights on Human Sexuality,” Father John Markey, o p (Oblate School
of Theology) and Rabbi Samuel M. Stahl (Temple Beth-El, emeritus). $10 before
Feb. 3, $15 after. SoL Center, University Presbyterian Church, 300 Bushnell (park
off Shook). Registration: https://upcsa.org/sol-center-registration.

Wednesday February 12, March 25, and April 20, 7:00pm-9:00pm, “Living
Together in Difference: Upending Violence through Alternative Community
Building,” Derick Wilson. $15.00 before Feb. 5, $20 after. SoL Center, University
Presbyterian Church, 300 Bushnell (park off Shook). Registration:
https://upcsa.org/sol-center-registration.
Monday February 17-Tuesday February18, 8:00am-5:00pm both days,
“Conference on Justice and Social Concerns. Schedule to be announced.
Conference Room A, University Center, St. Mary’s University, One Camino Santa
Maria.
Wednesday February 19, 7:00pm-9:00pm, “Activism through a Buddhist Lens,”
Thomas Bruner. $15 before Feb. 12, $20 after. SoL Center, University Presbyterian
Church, 300 Bushnell (park off Shook). Registration: https://upcsa.org/sol-centerregistration.
Tuesday February 25, 7:00pm-9:00pm, “The Trouble with fracking,” Sr. Elizabeth
Riebschlaeger, ccvi. Free; register by Feb. 18. SoL Center, University Presbyterian
Church, 300 Bushnell (park off Shook). Registration: https://upcsa.org/sol-centerregistration.
Saturday February 29, 8:30am-4:00pm, Texas Coalition Against the Death Penalty
2020 Annual Conference. Whitely Theological Center, Oblate School of Theology,
285 Oblate. Pre-register, $60.00, at https://tcadp.org/tcadp-2020-annualconference-registration/

Second Reading (Acts 10: 34-38)
Most of the Acts of the Apostles has the ministry of Paul as the subject of its
narrative, but the reading for this Sunday is from a cycle of narratives about Peter.
Peter has a dream in which he is offered all manner of foods, but he declines
because of the customary dietary restrictions of his Jewish tradition. So he is
instructed in the dream to receive messengers from a Roman centurion,
Cornelius, who had a vision telling him to send for Peter and hear what he had to
say. The reading picks up the narrative with Peter addressing the household of
Cornelius: “I truly comprehend that God is not one to have favorites, but one

fearing Him in all nations and creating justice is acceptable to Him.” He goes on to
recount Jesus’ ministry, including a reference of the Baptism of John. Presumably
that is why it is used this Sunday, the feast of the Baptism of Jesus.

Third Reading (Matthew 3:13-17)
Jesus comes from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. John
protests that it should be the other way around but relents after Jesus says, “Let it
be for now, for it is fitting for us to fulfill all justice this way” All justice? Every
justice? It can be translated either way, but what does it mean?
Matthew had begun the narrative with John the Baptizer preaching
conversion in preparation for a kingdom of heaven. The Pharisees and Sadducees
approach him, but he turns them away, calling them a brood of vipers. The
Baptizer would then turn Jesus away too, but on account of a quite different
sentiment. However Jesus would have the just judgment completed with a
decision in his favor. A line previous to the reading, referring to casting the chaff
into an unquenchable fire and gathering the wheat into the granary, places the
proceeding into a Last Judgment framework; the casting of the chaff would be
incomplete without the gathering of the wheat. Justice is not exhausted by
judgment.
When baptized, Jesus had a religious experience. The “heavens opened up
to him and he saw the spirit of God descending like a dove.” And he heard a voice
saying, “This is my beloved son, by whom I am pleased.” Fully human, Jesus had
to come to a realization of his calling.

Poem
Death
The penultimate adventure.
Only after comes the ultimate
where whatever unknown waits
our science cannot say,
our knowing fore-tell.

We face a choice
who shrink not
from the abyss:
Despair, that all will be lost, even self,
Hope, that says, “So what.”
Tom Keene and Muse
August 12, 2005

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE
FRANCIS
FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE
53rd WORLD DAY OF PEACE
1 JANUARY 2020
PEACE AS A JOURNEY OF HOPE:
DIALOGUE, RECONCILIATION AND ECOLOGICAL CONVERSION

1. Peace, a journey of hope in the face of obstacles and trial
Peace is a great and precious value, the object of our hope and the
aspiration of the entire human family. As a human attitude, our hope for peace is
marked by an existential tension that makes it possible for the present, with all its
difficulties, to be “lived and accepted if it leads towards a goal, if we can be sure
of this goal, and if this goal is great enough to justify the effort of the journey”.[1]
Hope is thus the virtue that inspires us and keeps us moving forward, even when
obstacles seem insurmountable.
Our human community bears, in its memory and its flesh, the scars of ever
more devastating wars and conflicts that affect especially the poor and the
vulnerable. Entire nations find it difficult to break free of the chains of
exploitation and corruption that fuel hatred and violence. Even today, dignity,
physical integrity, freedom, including religious freedom, communal solidarity and
hope in the future are denied to great numbers of men and women, young and

old. Many are the innocent victims of painful humiliation and exclusion, sorrow
and injustice, to say nothing of the trauma born of systematic attacks on their
people and their loved ones.
The terrible trials of internal and international conflicts, often aggravated
by ruthless acts of violence, have an enduring effect on the body and soul of
humanity. Every war is a form of fratricide that destroys the human family’s
innate vocation to brotherhood.
War, as we know, often begins with the inability to accept the diversity of
others, which then fosters attitudes of aggrandizement and domination born of
selfishness and pride, hatred and the desire to caricature, exclude and even
destroy the other. War is fueled by a perversion of relationships, by hegemonic
ambitions, by abuses of power, by fear of others and by seeing diversity as an
obstacle. And these, in turn, are aggravated by the experience of war.
As I observed during my recent Apostolic Journey to Japan, our world is
paradoxically marked by “a perverse dichotomy that tries to defend and ensure
stability and peace through a false sense of security sustained by a mentality of
fear and mistrust, one that ends up poisoning relationships between peoples and
obstructing any form of dialogue. Peace and international stability are
incompatible with attempts to build upon the fear of mutual destruction or the
threat of total annihilation. They can be achieved only on the basis of a global
ethic of solidarity and cooperation in the service of a future shaped by
interdependence and shared responsibility in the whole human family of today
and tomorrow”.[2]
Every threatening situation feeds mistrust and leads people to withdraw
into their own safety zone. Mistrust and fear weaken relationships and increase
the risk of violence, creating a vicious circle that can never lead to a relationship
of peace. Even nuclear deterrence can only produce the illusion of security.
We cannot claim to maintain stability in the world through the fear of
annihilation, in a volatile situation, suspended on the brink of a nuclear abyss and
enclosed behind walls of indifference. As a result, social and economic decisions
are being made that lead to tragic situations where human beings and creation
itself are discarded rather than protected and preserved.[3] How, then, do we
undertake a journey of peace and mutual respect? How do we break the
unhealthy mentality of threats and fear? How do we break the current dynamic of
distrust?
We need to pursue a genuine fraternity based on our common origin from
God and exercised in dialogue and mutual trust. The desire for peace lies deep

within the human heart, and we should not resign ourselves to seeking anything
less than this.
2. Peace, a journey of listening based on memory, solidarity and fraternity
The Hibakusha, the survivors of the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, are among those who currently keep alive the flame of collective
conscience, bearing witness to succeeding generations to the horror of what
happened in August 1945 and the unspeakable sufferings that have continued to
the present time. Their testimony awakens and preserves the memory of the
victims, so that the conscience of humanity may rise up in the face of every desire
for dominance and destruction. “We cannot allow present and future generations
to lose the memory of what happened here. It is a memory that ensures and
encourages the building of a more fair and fraternal future”.[4]
Like the Hibakusha, many people in today’s world are working to ensure
that future generations will preserve the memory of past events, not only in order
to prevent the same errors or illusions from recurring, but also to enable memory,
as the fruit of experience, to serve as the basis and inspiration for present and
future decisions to promote peace.
What is more, memory is the horizon of hope. Many times, in the darkness
of wars and conflicts, the remembrance of even a small gesture of solidarity
received can lead to courageous and even heroic decisions. It can unleash new
energies and kindle new hope in individuals and communities.
Setting out on a journey of peace is a challenge made all the more complex
because the interests at stake in relationships between people, communities and
nations, are numerous and conflicting. We must first appeal to people’s moral
conscience and to personal and political will. Peace emerges from the depths of
the human heart and political will must always be renewed, so that new ways can
be found to reconcile and unite individuals and communities.
The world does not need empty words but convinced witnesses,
peacemakers who are open to a dialogue that rejects exclusion or manipulation.
In fact, we cannot truly achieve peace without a convinced dialogue between men
and women who seek the truth beyond ideologies and differing opinions. Peace
“must be built up continually”;[5] it is a journey made together in constant pursuit
of the common good, truthfulness and respect for law. Listening to one another
can lead to mutual understanding and esteem, and even to seeing in an enemy
the face of a brother or sister.

The peace process thus requires enduring commitment. It is a patient effort
to seek truth and justice, to honour the memory of victims and to open the way,
step by step, to a shared hope stronger than the desire for vengeance. In a state
based on law, democracy can be an important paradigm of this process, provided
it is grounded in justice and a commitment to protect the rights of every person,
especially the weak and marginalized, in a constant search for truth.[6] This is a
social undertaking, an ongoing work in which each individual makes his or her
contribution responsibly, at every level of the local, national and global
community.
As Saint Paul VI pointed out, these “two aspirations, to equality and to
participation, seek to promote a democratic society… This calls for an education
to social life, involving not only the knowledge of each person’s rights, but also its
necessary correlative: the recognition of his or her duties with regard to others.
The sense and practice of duty are themselves conditioned by the capacity for
self-mastery and by the acceptance of responsibility and of the limits placed upon
the freedom of individuals or the groups”.[7]
Divisions within a society, the increase of social inequalities and the refusal
to employ the means of ensuring integral human development endanger the
pursuit of the common good. Yet patient efforts based on the power of the word
and of truth can help foster a greater capacity for compassion and creative
solidarity.
In our Christian experience, we constantly remember Christ, who gave his
life to reconcile us to one another (cf. Rom 5:6-11). The Church shares fully in the
search for a just social order; she continues to serve the common good and to
nourish the hope for peace by transmitting Christian values and moral teaching,
and by her social and educational works.
3. Peace, a journey of reconciliation in fraternal communion
The Bible, especially in the words of the Prophets, reminds individuals and
peoples of God’s covenant with humanity, which entails renouncing our desire to
dominate others and learning to see one another as persons, sons and daughters
of God, brothers and sisters. We should never encapsulate others in what they
may have said or done, but value them for the promise that they embody. Only by
choosing the path of respect can we break the spiral of vengeance and set out on
the journey of hope.
We are guided by the Gospel passage that tells of the following
conversation between Peter and Jesus: “Lord, how often shall my brother sin

against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do
not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven” (Mt 18:21-22). This path of
reconciliation is a summons to discover in the depths of our heart the power of
forgiveness and the capacity to acknowledge one another as brothers and sisters.
When we learn to live in forgiveness, we grow in our capacity to become men and
women of peace.
What is true of peace in a social context is also true in the areas of politics
and the economy, since peace permeates every dimension of life in common.
There can be no true peace unless we show ourselves capable of developing a
more just economic system. As Pope Benedict XVI said ten years ago in his
Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate, “in order to defeat underdevelopment, action
is required not only on improving exchange-based transactions and implanting
public welfare structures, but above all on gradually increasing openness, in a
world context, to forms of economic activity marked by quotas of gratuitousness
and communion” (No. 39).
4. Peace, a journey of ecological conversion
“If a mistaken understanding of our own principles has at times led us to
justify mistreating nature, to exercise tyranny over creation, to engage in war,
injustice and acts of violence, we believers should acknowledge that by so doing
we were not faithful to the treasures of wisdom which we have been called to
protect and preserve”.[8]
Faced with the consequences of our hostility towards others, our lack of
respect for our common home or our abusive exploitation of natural resources –
seen only as a source of immediate profit, regardless of local communities, the
common good and nature itself – we are in need of an ecological conversion. The
recent Synod on the Pan-Amazon Region moves us to make a pressing renewed
call for a peaceful relationship between communities and the land, between
present and past, between experience and hope.
This journey of reconciliation also calls for listening and contemplation of
the world that God has given us as a gift to make our common home. Indeed,
natural resources, the many forms of life and the earth itself have been entrusted
to us “to till and keep” (Gen 1:15), also for future generations, through the
responsible and active participation of everyone. We need to change the way we
think and see things, and to become more open to encountering others and
accepting the gift of creation, which reflects the beauty and wisdom of its
Creator.

All this gives us deeper motivation and a new way to dwell in our common
home, to accept our differences, to respect and celebrate the life that we have
received and share, and to seek living conditions and models of society that
favour the continued flourishing of life and the development of the common good
of the entire human family.
The ecological conversion for which we are appealing will lead us to a new
way of looking at life, as we consider the generosity of the Creator who has given
us the earth and called us to a share it in joy and moderation. This conversion
must be understood in an integral way, as a transformation of how we relate to
our sisters and brothers, to other living beings, to creation in all its rich variety
and to the Creator who is the origin and source of all life. For Christians, it
requires that “the effects of their encounter with Jesus Christ become evident in
their relationship with the world around them”.[9]
5. “We obtain all that we hope for”[10]
The journey of reconciliation calls for patience and trust. Peace will not be
obtained unless it is hoped for.
In the first place, this means believing in the possibility of peace, believing
that others need peace just as much as we do. Here we can find inspiration in the
love that God has for each of us: a love that is liberating, limitless, gratuitous and
tireless.
Fear is frequently a source of conflict. So it is important to overcome our
human fears and acknowledge that we are needy children in the eyes of the One
who loves us and awaits us, like the father of the prodigal son (cf. Lk 15:11-24).
The culture of fraternal encounter shatters the culture of conflict. It makes of
every encounter a possibility and a gift of God’s generous love. It leads us beyond
the limits of our narrow horizons and constantly encourages us to a live in a spirit
of universal fraternity, as children of the one heavenly Father.
For the followers of Christ, this journey is likewise sustained by the
sacrament of Reconciliation, given by the Lord for the remission of sins of the
baptized. This sacrament of the Church, which renews individuals and
communities, bids us keep our gaze fixed on Jesus, who reconciled “all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross”
(Col 1:20). It requires us to set aside every act of violence in thought, word and
deed, whether against our neighbours or against God’s creation.
The grace of God our Father is bestowed as unconditional love. Having
received his forgiveness in Christ, we can set out to offer that peace to the men

and women of our time. Day by day, the Holy Spirit prompts in us ways of thinking
and speaking that can make us artisans of justice and peace.
May the God of peace bless us and come to our aid.
May Mary, Mother of the Prince of Peace and Mother of all the peoples of
the earth, accompany and sustain us at every step of our journey of
reconciliation.
And may all men and women who come into this world experience a life of
peace and develop fully the promise of life and love dwelling in their heart.
From the Vatican, 8 December 2019

Franciscus
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