Testimony
A Pamphlet from Pax Christi Texas
Anticipating January 10, 2021
Communications with the editor should be sent to j6anthonyblasi@yahoo.com. Pax Christi
International was founded in 1945 with the encouragement of Bishop Pierre Marie Théas of
Montauban, France, by Marthe Dortel Claudot, as a Christian lay organization dedicated to
preventing a repetition of the savagery of the twentieth century’s world wars.

Editorial
After the calendar, the Sunday Liturgical Reading reflections are based on
readings for the Baptism of the Lord. Tom Keene’s poem is That Which Is All
Things and No Thing. Following the poem is the Message of Pope Francis on the
occasion of the 54th World Day of Peace (January 1, 2021).

Calendar
Tuesday January 5, 10:00am (11:00am ET), Wednesday January 6, 3:00pm
(4:00pm ET), OR Thursday January 7, 6:00pm (7:00pm ET), film and breakout
group discussion “The Story of Stuff,” presented by the Mercy Earth Challenge.
Register for one of the times at:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNhaezeWv8UcozdEujKAaYQxOABZ
H5Lyj6h45-DjpFs2fTAw/viewform
Friday January 8, 11:30am (12:30pm ET), online, “Killing in Our Name: Federal
Executions and Pro-Life Witness,” Bishop Daniel Flores (Brownsville); Krisanne
Vaillancourt Murphy (Catholic Mobilizing Network); Sr. Helen Prejean, c.s.j.
(advocate for abolishing the death penalty); and Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan, Jr. (Ohio
Council of Churches); moderated by Jack Carr (Initiative on Catholic Social
Thought, Georgetown University). RSVP at:
https://catholicsocialthought.georgetown.edu/events/killing-in-our-namefederal-executions-and-pro-life-witness#rsvp
Monday January 11-Thursday January 14, 6:30pm (7:30pm ET)-9:00pm (10:00pm
ET), students only (undergraduate & graduate): online seminar: Creating a World

Free of Nuclear Weapons: Developing the Next Generation of Specialists &
Activists of the Catholic Community; Drew Christianson, S.J. (Georgetown
University), George A. Lopez (University of Notre Dame), Maryann Cusimano Love
(Catholic University of America), Gerald Powers (University of Notre Dame), and
others, hosted by the Kroc Institute, University of Notre Dame. To register,
contact Hannah Heinzekehr (hheinzek@nd.edu), Lisa Gallagher
(lgalleg3@nd.edu), or aortega@nd.edu.
Wednesday January 13, 11:00am-12:15pm (12:00pm-1:15pm ET), webinar “A
Policy Playbook on Nonproliferation Sanctions,” Linda Gerber (Fourth Freedom
Forum), Trita Parsi (Quincy Institute for Responsible Statecraft), Ambassador
Bonnie Jenkins (Women of Color Advancing Peace, security and Conflict
Transformation), and George A. Lopez (University of Notre Dame), moderated by
Maura Policelli (University of Notre Dame). Register at:
https://notredame.zoom.us/webinar/register/1116079731340/WN_xAiXJjygRUqZ
6lzbrrGnng?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Registe
r%20Now&utm_campaign=Washington
Monday January 18, 6:00pm (7:00pm ET), online, “The Legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.,” Vicki Vernon Lott (Pax Christi USA Anti-Racism Team; Holy Cross
Church, Austin), sponsored by the Greater Springfield Campaign Nonviolence and
the Center for Social Justice at Western New England University Law School.
Register at: https://wneedu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwtfuippjMiG9ZJ_7p6rR6BUazd_rS3Mefh
Thursday January 21, 6:30pm-8:30pm, online Courageous Conversation on
Racism, Holy Cross Church, Austin, discussion of recent incidents and Pope
Francis’ encyclical Fratelli Tutti. Access:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87053993004?pwd=TmtQNk5YSUtXQUUzSFoycEZzOGxLZ
z09

Thursday January 21, 7:00pm-9:00pm, and Thursday January 28, 7:00pm-9:00pm,
online workshop, “Am I My Brothers’ Keeper: The Racialization of America,” Joyce
Jones (Archdiocese of St. Louis), and Jeff Schulenburg (Sacred Heart Parish, valley
Park, Missouri, Peace & Justice Commission). Sponsored by West County
Collaborative and Justie 4 All Team. Information and links for the two dates at:
https://files.constantcontact.com/bbbab666001/9d56db3b-a392-4d63-bac399e4f4d42ac3.pdf

Sunday January 24, 9:30am, online “Immigration Update—It’s still a Mess…But I s
There Hope?” Nancy Kral (prof. retired, Lone Star College). Access at
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86564638381?pwd=MTBtSFl6eVhoTUF3SXJ2VlBWd0
N2QT09#success
El Paso
Tuesday January 5, 7:00pm, on Zoom, Pax Christi El Paso meeting, discussing the
encyclical Fratelli Tutti, ch. 1, paragraphs 32-55. Contact Patricia Delgado for the
Zoom invitation: phdelgado3583@gmail.com

Notices
Anti-Nuclear Weapons Banners: Please take a look at the picture of the banner in
the attachment. It refers to an international treaty that the Holy See has ratified.
Pax Christi Dallas is working with the Nuclear Free World committee for the Dallas
Peace and Justice Center to find good places in Texas to put them for the month
of January--high traffic areas near a traffic light or stop sign where cars have to
stop so then the drivers will have a chance to read them. In the bottom corners
you will see the website link to ICAN (www.icanw.org) so that folks can go there
and finds lots of information. ICAN is the International Coalition to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons and won the Nobel Peace Prize about a year ago. For a banner,
contact Joyce Hall: hallmj@sbcglobal.net

Online Resource for families or small groups: If you’re needing some social
interaction with depth, more than just listening to zoom webinars, longing for the
social time that used to happen before and after Mass, consider using the
Maryknoll Weekly Reflection Guides. Gather as family or small group and use
these guides in Facetime, Skype, Zoom etc. This an easy online structure with
prayer, an introductory theme, a link to the Sunday Readings and some reflection
questions to guide group conversation. Using the SeeJudgeAct methodology, you
will be led as a group to consider where, in light of the shared reflection, the Spirit
is calling you this week. The Global Solidarity charism of the Maryknoll family will
feed you spiritually for these challenging times. Find the Guides in both Spanish
and English at:
https://mission.maryknoll.us/reflection-guides-ordinary-time

Second Reading (Acts 10:34-38; or 1 John 5:1-9)
One of the options for the Feast of the Baptism of Jesus is from the Acts of
the Apostles, which is the second book of Luke’s history of the Christian
movement, the first part being his Gospel. What modern Bibles mark as the tenth
chapter of Acts is part of a cycle of incidents featuring Peter. A military
commander named Cornelius, in a magnificent city, Caesarea Maritima, which
Herod the Great had built on the Mediterranean coast decades beforehand as a
monument to the Roman Emperor, had a vision. Cornelius, though not Jewish,
was known as a devout follower of the Jewish religion and generous
philanthropist. The vision told him to send for Peter, who was staying in the
household of a tanner down the coast in Joppa. Tanners worked in an “unclean”
business; so Peter was already crossing a social barrier by being a guest of a
tanner—much as Jesus had done.
Meanwhile, Peter also has a vision, in a dream, in which God tells him to
accept all foods, even those deemed “unclean” in Jewish tradition. Gaining this
insight from his spiritual experience, Peter applied it in everyday life when the
messengers from Cornelius came to invite him to visit the gentile household of
Cornelius. Arriving in Caesarea and entering the abode of Cornelius, Peter says,
“You know how unlawful it is for a Judean man to associate with or approach a

foreigner. And God showed me not to call any person common or unclean" (Acts
10:28).
The passage for this Sunday has Peter drawing his lesson: “I truly
comprehend that God is not one to have favorites, but that one fearing him in all
nations and creating justice is acceptable to Him. You know the message that He
sent to the sons of Israel through Jesus the Messiah—he is the Lord of all—
announcing the good news of peace…” (Acts 10:34-37).
The other option is from a letter written by someone who identifies himself
as the Presbyter. The letter is part of the Johannine literature, which also includes
the Fourth Gospel. The reading follows the famous passage where the author
announces that “God is love…” (1 John 4:16). The Presbyter elaborates on his
insight: “When we love God we act according to His commandments” (1 John
5:2). He goes on to say that observing the divine commandments comes naturally
when we loves; “…His commandments are not burdensome…” (1 John 5:3). This is
nothing less than a hermeneutic principle for legal interpretation.

Third Reading (Mark 1:7-11)
John the Baptizer preached, “One greater than I is coming after me, the
strap of whose sandals I am not fit to loosen. I baptized you with water, but he
will baptize you in the holy spirit.” Jesus comes, is baptized, and sees the heavens
torn asunder.
Why torn asunder? Mark opens his narrative of Jesus’ ministry with the real
heaven being torn asunder, and closes it with the curtain in the Temple, which
depicted the heavens with their stars, being torn asunder after the crucifixion.
Jesus sees his mission in the renting of the appearance of the physical heavens.
He sees the spirit come as a dove, and a voice says, “You are my beloved son, I am
well pleased with you.”
The actual curtain in the Temple was not torn asunder. In fact, the Romans
seized it in the year 70 CE and paraded it along with other Jerusalem loot in
Rome. The meaning of the mere depiction of the heavens, however, was truly
torn asunder, to be forgotten, just as the mere appearance of the physical
heavens themselves is rent in two before the eyes of Jesus. It was time for the
appearances to be discarded and give way to the presence of the One from
heaven.

Poem

That which is all things and no thing
Experiences beyond words.
Explanations not required.
Tom Keene
December 26, 2011

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE
FRANCIS
FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE
54th WORLD DAY OF PEACE
1 JANUARY 2021
A CULTURE OF CARE AS A PATH TO PEACE
1. At the dawn of a new year, I extend cordial greetings to Heads of State
and Government, leaders of International Organizations, spiritual leaders and
followers of the different religions, and to men and women of good will. To all I
offer my best wishes that the coming year will enable humanity to advance on the
path of fraternity, justice and peace between individuals, communities, peoples
and nations.
The year 2020 was marked by the massive Covid-19 health crisis, which
became a global phenomenon cutting across boundaries, aggravating deeply
interrelated crises like those of the climate, food, the economy and migration,
and causing great suffering and hardship. I think especially of all those who lost
family members or loved ones, and all who lost their jobs. I think too of physicians
and nurses, pharmacists, researchers, volunteers, chaplains and the personnel of
hospitals and healthcare centres. They have made, and are continuing to make,
great sacrifices to be present to the sick, to alleviate their sufferings and to save

their lives; indeed, many of them have died in the process. In paying tribute to
them, I renew my appeal to political leaders and the private sector to spare no
effort to ensure access to Covid-19 vaccines and to the essential technologies
needed to care for the sick, the poor and those who are most vulnerable.[1]
Sad to say, alongside all these testimonies of love and solidarity, we have
also seen a surge in various forms of nationalism, racism and xenophobia, and
wars and conflicts that bring only death and destruction in their wake.
These and other events that marked humanity’s path this past year have
taught us how important it is to care for one another and for creation in our
efforts to build a more fraternal society. That is why I have chosen as the title of
this year’s Message, A Culture of Care as a Path to Peace. A culture of care as a
way to combat the culture of indifference, waste and confrontation so prevalent
in our time.
2. God the Creator, the source of our human vocation to care
Many religious traditions have accounts of the origin of human beings and
their relationship with the Creator, with nature and with their fellow men and
women. In the Bible, the Book of Genesis shows from its very first pages the
importance of care or protection in God’s plan for humanity. It highlights the
relationship between man (’adam) and the earth (’adamah), and among ourselves
as brothers and sisters. In the biblical account of creation, God entrusts the
garden “planted in Eden” (cf. Gen 2:8) to Adam’s care, to “till it and keep it” (Gen
2:15). This entails making the earth productive, while at the same time protecting
it and preserving its capacity to support life.[2] The verbs “till” and “keep”
describe Adam’s relationship to his garden home, but also the trust God placed in
him by making him master and guardian of all creation.
The birth of Cain and Abel begins a history of brothers and sisters, whose
relationship is understood – even by Cain, however mistakenly – in terms of
protection or “keeping”. After killing his brother Abel, Cain answers God’s
question by saying: “Am I my brother’s keeper?” (Gen 4:9).[3] Cain, like all of us,
was called to be “his brother’s keeper”. “These ancient stories, full of symbolism,
bear witness to a conviction which we today share, that everything is
interconnected, and that genuine care for our own lives and our relationship with
nature is inseparable from fraternity, justice and faithfulness to others”.[4]
3. God the Creator, a model of care
Sacred Scripture presents God not only as Creator, but also as one who
cares for his creatures, especially Adam, Eve and their offspring. Albeit cursed for
the crime he committed, Cain was given a mark of protection by the Creator, so

that his life could be spared (cf. Gen 4:15). While confirming the inviolable dignity
of the person created in God’s image and likeness, this was also a sign of God’s
plan to preserve the harmony of his creation, since “peace and violence cannot
dwell together”.[5]
Care for creation was at the heart of the institution of the Sabbath, which,
in addition to ordering divine worship, aimed at the restoration of the social order
and concern for the poor (cf. Gen 1:1-3; Lev 25:4). The celebration of the Jubilee
every seventh sabbatical year provided a respite for the land, for slaves and for
those in debt. In that year of grace, those in greatest need were cared for and
given a new chance in life, so that there would be no poor among the people (cf.
Deut 15:4).
In the prophetic tradition, the biblical understanding of justice found its
highest expression in the way a community treats its weakest members. Amos (cf.
2:6-8; 8) and Isaiah (cf. 58), in particular, insistently demand justice for the poor,
who, in their vulnerability and powerlessness, cry out and are heard by God, who
watches over them (cf. Ps 34:7; 113:7-8).
4. Care in the ministry of Jesus
Jesus’ life and ministry represent the supreme revelation of the Father’s
love for humanity (cf. Jn 3:16). In the synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus showed
himself to be the one consecrated by the Lord and “sent to preach good news to
the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed” (Lk 4:18). These messianic actions,
associated with the Jubilee year, bear eloquent witness to the mission he received
from the Father. In his compassion, Christ drew near to the sick in body and spirit,
and brought them healing; he pardoned sinners and gave them new life. Jesus is
the Good Shepherd who cares for his sheep (cf. Jn 10:11-18; Ezek 34:1-31). He is
the Good Samaritan who stoops to help the injured man, binds his wounds and
cares for him (cf. Lk 10:30-37).
At the culmination of his mission, Jesus gave the ultimate proof of his care
for us by offering himself on the cross to set us free from the slavery of sin and
death. By the sacrificial gift of his life, he opened for us the path of love. To each
of us he says, “Follow me; go and do likewise” (cf. Lk 10:37).
5. A culture of care in the life of Jesus’ followers
The spiritual and corporal works of mercy were at the heart of charity as
practised by the early Church. The first generation of Christians shared what they
had, so that no one among them would be in need (cf. Acts 4:34-35). They strove
to make their community a welcoming home, concerned for every human need

and ready to care for those most in need. It became customary to make voluntary
offerings in order to feed the poor, bury the dead and care for orphans, the
elderly and victims of disasters like shipwrecks. In later times, when the
generosity of Christians had lost its initial fervour, some Fathers of the Church
insisted that property was meant by God for the common good. For Saint
Ambrose, “nature poured out all things for the common use of all… and thus
produced a common right for all, but greed has made it a right for only a few”.[6]
After the persecutions of the first centuries, the Church used her newfound
freedom to inspire society and its culture. “The needs of the times called forth
new efforts in the service of Christian charity. History records innumerable
examples of practical works of mercy… The Church’s work among the poor was to
a great extent highly organized. There arose many institutions for the relief of
every human need: hospitals, poor houses, orphanages, foundling homes,
shelters for travelers ...”[7]
6. The principles of the Church’s social doctrine as the basis for a culture of
care
The diakonia of the Church’s origins, enriched by the reflection of the
Fathers and enlivened over the centuries by the active charity of many luminous
witnesses to the faith, became the beating heart of the Church’s social
doctrine. This doctrine is offered to all people of good will as a precious
patrimony of principles, criteria and proposals that can serve as a “grammar” of
care: commitment to promoting the dignity of each human person, solidarity with
the poor and vulnerable, the pursuit of the common good and concern for
protection of creation.
Care as promotion of the dignity and rights of each person
“The very concept of the person, which originated and developed in
Christianity, fosters the pursuit of a fully human development. Person always
signifies relationship, not individualism; it affirms inclusion, not exclusion, unique
and inviolable dignity, not exploitation”.[8] Each human person is an end in
himself or herself, and never simply a means to be valued only for his or her
usefulness. Persons are created to live together in families, communities and
societies, where all are equal in dignity. Human rights derive from this dignity, as
do human duties, like the responsibility to welcome and assist the poor, the sick,
the excluded, every one of our “neighbours, near or far in space and time”.[9]
Care for the common good
Every aspect of social, political and economic life achieves its fullest end
when placed at the service of the common good, in other words, “the sum total of

social conditions which allow people, either as groups or as individuals, to reach
their fulfilment more fully and more easily”.[10] Consequently, our plans and
projects should always take into account their effects on the entire human family,
and consider their consequences for the present and for coming generations. The
Covid-19 pandemic has shown us the truth and timeliness of this fact. In the face
of the pandemic, “we have realized that we are in the same boat, all of us fragile
and disoriented, but at the same time important and needed, all of us called to
row together”,[11] since “no one reaches salvation by themselves”[12] and no
state can ensure the common good of its population if it remains isolated.[13]
Care through solidarity
Solidarity concretely expresses our love for others, not as a vague
sentiment but as a “firm and persevering determination to commit oneself to the
common good; that is to say to the good of all and of each individual, because we
are all really responsible for all”.[14] Solidarity helps us to regard others –
whether as individuals or, more broadly, as peoples or nations – as more than
mere statistics, or as a means to be used and then discarded once no longer
useful, but as our neighbours, companions on our journey, called like ourselves to
partake of the banquet of life to which all are equally invited by God.
Care and protection of creation
The Encyclical Laudato Sí is fully aware that all creation is interconnected. It
also highlights our need to listen to the cry of the poor and, at the same time, to
the cry of creation. Constant and attentive listening leads in turn to effective care
for the earth, our common home, and for our brothers and sisters in need. Here I
would once again point out that “a sense of deep communion with the rest of
nature cannot be authentic if our hearts lack tenderness, compassion and concern
for our fellow human beings”.[15] “Peace, justice and care for creation are three
inherently connected questions, which cannot be separated in such a way as to be
treated individually, lest we fall back into reductionism”.[16]
7. A compass pointing to a common path
At a time dominated by a culture of waste, faced with growing inequalities
both within and between nations,[17] I urge government leaders and those of
international organizations, business leaders, scientists, communicators and
educators, to take up these principles as a “compass” capable of pointing out a
common direction and ensuring “a more humane future”[18] in the process of
globalization. This will enable us to esteem the value and dignity of every person,
to act together in solidarity for the common good, and to bring relief to those
suffering from poverty, disease, slavery, armed conflicts, and discrimination. I ask

everyone to take this compass in hand and to become a prophetic witness of the
culture of care, working to overcome the many existing social inequalities. This
can only come about through a widespread and meaningful involvement on the
part of women, in the family and in every social, political and institutional sphere.
The compass of these social principles, so essential for the growth of a
culture of care, also points to the need for relationships between nations to be
inspired by fraternity, mutual respect, solidarity and the observance of
international law. In this regard, we must recognize the need to defend and
promote fundamental human rights, which are inalienable, universal and
indivisible.[19]
Likewise urgent is the need to respect humanitarian law, especially at this
time when conflicts and wars continue uninterrupted. Tragically, many regions
and communities can no longer remember a time when they dwelt in security and
peace. Numerous cities have become epicentres of insecurity: citizens struggle to
maintain their normal routine in the face of indiscriminate attacks by explosives,
artillery and small arms. Children are unable to study. Men and women cannot
work to support their families. Famine is spreading in places where it was
previously unknown. People are being forced to take flight, leaving behind not
only their homes but also their family history and their cultural roots.
While such conflicts have many causes, the result is always the same:
destruction and humanitarian crises. We need to stop and ask ourselves what has
led our world to see conflict as something normal, and how our hearts can be
converted and our ways of thinking changed, in order to work for true peace in
solidarity and fraternity.
How many resources are spent on weaponry, especially nuclear
weapons,[20] that could be used for more significant priorities such as ensuring
the safety of individuals, the promotion of peace and integral human
development, the fight against poverty, and the provision of health care. Global
problems like the present Covid-19 pandemic and climate change have only made
these challenges all the more evident. What a courageous decision it would be to
“establish a ‘Global Fund’ with the money spent on weapons and other military
expenditures, in order to permanently eliminate hunger and contribute to the
development of the poorest countries”![21]
8. Educating for a culture of care
Promoting a culture of care calls for a process of education. The “compass”
of social principles can prove useful and reliable in a variety of interrelated
contexts. Let me offer a few examples:

- Educating people to care begins in the family, the natural and
fundamental nucleus of society, in which we learn how to live and relate to others
in a spirit of mutual respect. Yet families need to be empowered to carry out this
vital and indispensable task.
- Together with the family, schools and universities – and, in some respects,
the communications media – are also responsible for education.[22] They are
called to pass on a system of values based on the recognition of the dignity of
each person, each linguistic, ethnic and religious community and each people, as
well as the fundamental rights arising from that recognition. Education is one of
the pillars of a more just and fraternal society.
- Religions in general, and religious leaders in particular, can play an
indispensable role in handing on to their followers, and to society at large, the
values of solidarity, respect for differences, and concern for our brothers and
sisters in need. Here I think of the words spoken in 1969 by Pope Paul VI to the
Ugandan Parliament: “Have no fear of the Church; she honours you, she educates
honest and loyal citizens for you, she does not foment rivalries and divisions, she
seeks to promote healthy liberty, social justice, and peace. If she has any
preference at all, it is for the poor, for the education of little ones and of the
people, for the care of the suffering and abandoned”.[23]
- Once more I encourage all those engaged in public service and in
international organizations, both governmental and non-governmental, and all
those others who in various ways are involved in the areas of education and
research, to work towards the goal of a “more open and inclusive education,
involving patient listening, constructive dialogue and better mutual
understanding”.[24] It is my hope that this appeal, made in the context of the
Global Compact on Education, will be broadly acknowledged and accepted.
9. There can be no peace without a culture of care
The culture of care thus calls for a common, supportive and inclusive
commitment to protecting and promoting the dignity and good of all, a
willingness to show care and compassion, to work for reconciliation and healing,
and to advance mutual respect and acceptance. As such, it represents a privileged
path to peace. “In many parts of the world, there is a need for paths of peace to
heal open wounds. There is also a need for peacemakers, men and women
prepared to work boldly and creatively to initiate processes of healing and
renewed encounter”.[25]
At a time like this, when the barque of humanity, tossed by the storm of the
current crisis, struggles to advance towards a calmer and more serene horizon,

the “rudder” of human dignity and the “compass” of fundamental social
principles can enable us together to steer a sure course. As Christians, we should
always look to Our Lady, Star of the Sea and Mother of Hope. May we work
together to advance towards a new horizon of love and peace, of fraternity and
solidarity, of mutual support and acceptance. May we never yield to the
temptation to disregard others, especially those in greatest need, and to look the
other way;[26] instead, may we strive daily, in concrete and practical ways, “to
form a community composed of brothers and sisters who accept and care for one
another”.[27]
From the Vatican, 8 December 2020
Franciscus
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