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Anticipating September 29, 2019 
Pax Christi San Antonio does not solicit donations. Thoughtful comments, however, may be sent to the 
editor at j6anthonyblasi@yahoo.com, with the understanding that permission to publish them is implied. 

Pax Christi International was founded in 1945 with the encouragement of Bishop Pierre Marie Théas of 
Montauban, France, by Marthe Dortel Claudot, as a Christian lay organization dedicated to preventing a 
repetition of the savagery of the twentieth century’s world wars.  

 
 

Editorial 

 
After the calendar, the Liturgical Reading reflections are based on readings for the 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Tom Keene’s poem is The Kindest People. For 
more of Tom’s poems, see http://www.tomkeeneandthemuse.com/index.php. Following 
the poem is a statement from Pax Christi International on the occasion of the 2019 

Week for Peace in Palestine and Israel. The statement itemizes the de jure 
discrimination against Palestinians in their own homeland.  

 
 
 

 
Calendar 

 
In Austin 

Tuesday September 24, 6:00pm, screening of Documented: journalist Jose Antonio 

Vargas’s development as an activist for immigrant rights. Carter Auditorium, St. 
Edward’s University, 3001 S. Congress. Contact: Jennifer Ansier, 

jennj@stedwards.edu.  
 
Thursday October 10, 7:00pm-8:30pm, author Jose Antonio Vargas on human rights of 

immigrants. Recreation and Convocation Center, St. Edward’s University, 3001 S. 
Congress. Free; register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jose-antonio-vargas-freshman-

seminar-speaker-tickets-65683054785#tickets.  
 
Monday October 14, 5:15pm, “Doubt as an Integral Part of Calling: The Qur’anic Story 

of Joseph” Younus Mirza (Georgetown University). Carter Auditorium, St. Edward’s 
University, 3001 S. Congress.  

 
Sunday October 20 (3rd Sunday of the month), 7:00pm, Pax Christi Austin meeting. Fr. 
Payne House, St. Ignatius Church, 126 Oltorf St.  

 
Wednesday October 30, film The Penalty, on the death penalty, followed by a panel 

discussion. Carter Auditorium, St. Edward’s University3001 S. Congress.  
 

mailto:j6anthonyblasi@yahoo.com
http://www.tomkeeneandthemuse.com/index.php
mailto:jennj@stedwards.edu
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jose-antonio-vargas-freshman-seminar-speaker-tickets-65683054785#tickets
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jose-antonio-vargas-freshman-seminar-speaker-tickets-65683054785#tickets


In Dallas 

Wednesday October 2, 6:00pm-7:00pm, “Love your Enemies” Arthur Brooks (Harvard 

Kennedy School) on contemporary political climate in the U.S. Crum Auditorium, 
Southern Methodist University. Information: Candy Crespo, 2147683436, 

ccrespo@smu.edu.  
 
Monday October 14, Reception 6:30pm, program 7:00pm-8:30pm, Faiths in 

Conversation: The Role of Intellect from the Major Faith Perspectives. This is the 
second of a series. Students free; price varies for others $10-20 per session. 

Information, location, and tickets: dallasinstitute.org/faith-in-conversation/ 
 
In El Paso 

Fridays, 12:00pm-1:00pm, Pax Christi El Paso joins Border Peace Presence in front of 
the Federal Courthouse (corner of Campbell and San Antonio).  

 
Texas execution date: September 25, unless stays are granted. Vigil, 12:00pm-1:00pm, 
in front of the El Paso County Courthouse.  

 
Friday September 27, 7:00pm, film: The Sultan and the Saint, about the meeting of 

Sultan Malik al Kamil and Saint Francis of Assisi. Following the viewing, panel 
discussion moderated by Bishop John Stowe, OFM Conv. Of Lexington, Kentucky, 
bishop-president of Pax Christi USA. Raindrop Turkish House, 1030 Zaragosa Road, 

#U. RSVP at Marie, 952-913-8676 or mbbsfo@gmail.com.  
 
In Houston 

Sundays September 22 and 29, Bruce Yeager, “The Jail and Torches that Never Were: 
Debunking the Scopes-Trial Myth (Background to the Trial). St. Philip Presbyterian 

Church, room 201, 4807 San Felipe. Information: mmcgm63@gmail.com.  
 

Tuesday September 24, 6:30pm-8:00pm, Secularity and Science: What Scientists 
Around the World Really Think About Religion. Elaine Howard Ecklund (Rice University) 
and John H. Evans (University of California, San Diego). Info: Hayley Hemstreet 

hjh2@rice.edu, 713-348-3974.  
 

Friday September 27, 2:00pm-4:00pm, panel discussion, “Art in the Space of Social and 
Political Advocacy,” followed by address by Patrisse Marie Cullors. Student Center 
Theatre, University of Houston, 4455 University Drive. Park in Welcome Center Garage.  

 
Friday September 27, 6:00pm-7:00pm, An Evening with Social Activist and Best-selling 

Author Patrisse Marie Cullors. Student Center Theatre, University of Houston, 4455 
University Drive. Park in Welcome Center Garage. RSVP: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/signin/?referrer=%2Fpreview%3Feid%3D66492162849  

 
Saturday September 28, 3:00pm, and Sunday September 29, 9:30am, film: “Out of 

Order,” documentary on struggles of LGBTQ clergy. St. Philip Presbyterian Church, 
4807 San Felipe. Information: tolerance@rice.edu.  
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Sunday October 6, 9:45am, “Calvin, the Valois Dynasty, and the French wars of 

Religion,” John H. Zammito (Rice University). St. Philip Presbyterian Church 201, 4807 
San Felipe.  

 
Sunday October 13, 9:45am, “The Second Vatican Council and Ecumenical Efforts 
Towards Dialogue” Garland Pohl. St. Philip Presbyterian Church 201, 4807 San Felipe.  

 
In San Antonio 

Monday September 23, 4:00pm-6:00pm, Stephen Sheehi (William and Mary University), 
“Decolonizing the Humanities.” Northrup Hall 040, Trinity University, One Trinity Place.  
 

Thursday September 24, 6:30pm-7:30pm, William H. Willimon (Duke Divinity School), 
“Racism as Sin: Confessions of a southern Church Leader.” Parker Chapel, Trinity 

University, One Trinity Place. Park at Alamo Stadium.  
 
Friday September 27, 7:30pm-8:30pm (between Maghrib & Isha’a prayers), panel 

discussion, “The Misuse of Religion: An Interfaith Perspective on Palestine,” with 
Moureen Kaki, Judith Norman, and Mel Webb. Muslim Children Education and Civic 

Center, 5281 Casa Bella.  
 
Saturday September 28, 1:30pm, film, The Human Element, on climate change. 

Christus Heritage Hall, 4707 Broadway.  
 

Saturday September 28, 7:00pm, “’Project Life-Line,’ Children in Crisis-Dehumanization 
and Immigration detention, A conversation between Doctors and Faith Leaders.” 
Student Engagement Ballroom, University of the Incarnate Word, 4301 Broadway. 

Information: https://www.facebook.com/events/274017726659120/ 
 

Sunday September 29, 8:00am, one day caravan to the McAllen Detention Center. 
Leave from the Convocation Center, University of the Incarnate Word. Join by sending 
message to projectlifeline2018@gmail.com. Information: 

https://www.uiw.edu/eccl/Special-Events/index.html  
 

Saturday October 5, 10:00am, Pax Christi San Antonio meeting, residence of Tom 
Wakely, 16406 Ledge Point St.  

 

Thursday October 24, 6:00pm, film, The Sultan and the Saint, and interfaith gathering to 
share the Document of Fraternity for Humanity for world Peace and Living Together of 

Pope Francis and Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Al-Tayyeb (Abu Dhabi, February 4, 2019). 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, 4201 De Zavala Rd. Free, but tickets required: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-sultan-and-the-saint-an-interfaith-gathering-tickets-

66686409847.  
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/events/274017726659120/
mailto:projectlifeline2018@gmail.com
https://www.uiw.edu/eccl/Special-Events/index.html
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-sultan-and-the-saint-an-interfaith-gathering-tickets-66686409847
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-sultan-and-the-saint-an-interfaith-gathering-tickets-66686409847


Second Reading (1 Timothy 6:11-16) 

 The way the lexicon begins this reading with verse 11, as well as the translation, 

seem to engineer a missing of the point. To see the proper context, it is useful to begin 
with verse 6: “There is great gain, however, in piety-with-contentment, for we brought 

nothing into the world, so that we can bring nothing out of it. But having sustenance and 
shelter, let us be content with these. But those wanting to be rich will fall into temptation, 
snares, and many foolish and harmful passions that will plunge people into ruin and 

destruction. For the love of money is the root of all evil; when striving for it some go 
astray from the faith and pierce themselves with many woes.” Then verse 11 follows this 

up: “But you, God’s person flee such things. Rather, pursue justice, piety, faith, love, 
patience, gentleness.”  
 
 
 

Third Reading (Luke 16.19-31) 

 “Now there was a man who was wealthy, and he wore purple and linen, enjoying 

himself splendidly every day. But a poor man named Lazarus had lain near his gateway, 
having sores and longing to be fed from what was dropped from the table of the rich 

man.” We know how the story goes. It has one lesson about mercy, and another about 
those who will not listen to Moses and the prophets, or even to someone who rose from 
the dead.  

 How do we “not listen” today? It is my observation that we warp the meaning of 
the scriptures so that they seem to be about personal salvation rather than the common 

life.  
 I had the occasion to translate the following, from a 1982 memoir of a 92 year-old 
cousin, about his childhood in Calabria at the turn of the nineteenth to the twentieth 

century. An inquisitive child, he would be brought to visit his maternal relatives, and 
rather than stay around his mother and her family he would look for a caretaker named 

Placido, who took care of the horses:   
 “By the way, Placido has his own story. I would like to tell it. He was an outcast, 
born in Veneto. He worked as a day laborer for a road construction company. I do not 

recall which road project brought him near San Fili. That year it was a harsh winter with 
heavy snow, and the company could not continue its work, laying off the entire 

workforce. Without shelter, Placido was found on the street. It was just one of those 
snowy days, and Placido was trying to reach town, but it was by chance he found 
himself close to [our] palazzo. He saw the door of the stable open. He thought of taking 

refuge temporarily and taking a breather. Someone saw him and reported it to Uncle 
Gaetano, who sent the same person to tell him that if he needed to speak with him, to 

come up freely. With this invitation, he came up. He was a pitiful figure of a man, 
advanced in years, toothless, dripping with water all over, wearing plain summer 
clothing. He told his story to Uncle Gaetano who, after hearing it, made him the 

proposal of hiring him immediately to fetch water for the house and for the animals of 
the watering hole area, and to look after the coop and stable, with pay and 

maintenance. He accepted with thanks.”  
 The narrative goes on to say Placido was well-liked and esteemed by all, and 
when he died some years later the family, friends, tenants, and neighbors walked with 



his casket to the family graveyard for his burial, accompanied by the municipal band, 
which played without permission.  

 
 

 
Poem 

The Kindest People 
  

She told us her story: 
          I lived on the street  

with my children 
for three years. 

           

          We slept under bridges. 
          A woman taught us  

          to build a shelter 
          with cardboard boxes. 
  

We asked: What did you learn from that? 
She answered: 

          The kindest people 
          I ever met 
          lived on the street. 

  
Tom Keene 

2017 

 
 
 

Statement for the 2019 World Week for Peace in Palestine and Israel 

“Humanity and Equality in God’s Creation” 

Pax Christi International 

September 13, 2019 
On the occasion of the 2019 World Week for Peace in Palestine and Israel(15-22 

September),sponsored by the World Council of Churches, Pax Christi International joins 

the call for all to acknowledge and defend humanity and equality in God’s creation. 
Fundamental to our faith, and that of our Jewish and Muslim brothers and sisters, is the 

core belief that all persons are created by God. As children of a gracious and loving 
Creator, our humanity and equality are unassailable. These principles, in the secular 
realm, form the basis of international law and are enshrined in the 1948 United Nations 

Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). They are the bedrock of a just, humane and free 
society. For those whose lives and futures are affected daily by the realities in Israel-

Palestine, the call for humanity and equality could not be more urgent. The ongoing 
conflict in Israel-Palestine has created victims from all communities. Both Israelis and 



Palestinians have suffered at the hands of each other and both are responsible for 
egregious acts that have harmed innocent people. Our peace movement denounces all 

acts of violence and believes that all those who promote acts of aggression must be 
held accountable. We support all organisations in Israel and Palestine that are seeking 

nonviolent solutions to this conflict. The cycle of violence and revenge has fueled a 
virulent dehumanisation by some toward the other. It has created a toxic environment 
that demeans the basic humanity of some and elevates the inherent value of others. It 

is, at its core, the most dangerous threat undermining hopes for a just and sustainable 
peace. For Palestinians, whether they live in Israel, the Occupied Palestinian Territories 

(OPT) including East Jerusalem, as fourth-generation refugees in United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) camps or in the 
diaspora, their basic human rights and freedoms are too often violated and their 

humanity made elusive. In Israel, Palestinian Arab Israeli citizens constitute 
approximately 21% of the population.1 Our peace movement is deeply concerned by the 

passage and enforcement of more than sixty-five Israeli laws that either explicitly 
discriminate or have in their implementation a significantly more disparate impact on 
Palestinian Arab Israeli citizens. Among these laws are: 

•The Absentee Property Law which was passed in 1950, two years after some 
750,000 Palestinians left or were forced to flee their homes in the wake of the creation 

of the State of Israel. This law, which does not apply to the Jewish citizens, gives the 
State authority to expropriate any “abandoned” properties or land. A 2010 amendment 
confirmed the State’s ownership of what is confiscated under that law. Records show 

that 96% of the Jewish communities established between 1948-1953 were built on 
absentee property. Today, Palestinian Arab citizens own only 3.5% of the land within 

Israel’s borders.2 
•The Law of Return also passed in 1950 and amended in 1970 allows any person 

who has at least one Jewish grandparent to immigrate to Israel and automatically 

become an Israeli citizen. The  
law also grants this right of citizenship to their children and grandchildren as well as 

their spouses. No comparable law exists to guarantee the rights of any Palestinian to 
immigrate and receive citizenship, even those who were born in the land that is now the 
State of Israel. Palestinians are unable to return to the West Bank, East Jerusalem or 

Gaza sometimes even to visit. The absence of such a guarantee denies Palestinians a 
right of return mandated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Article 13),of 

which Israel is a signatory, and by United Nations General Assembly Resolution 194.  
•The Protection of Holy Sites enacted in 1967 empowers the Ministry of Religious 

Affairs to designate the names of holy sites of in Israel. The Ministry has declared 135 

Jewish locations as holy sites. To date, not one Christian, Muslim, or Druze holy place 
has been given such a designation.3 

                                                                 
1 Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics, 2019 population statistics, 
https://www.cbs.gov.il/en/subjects/Pages/Population.aspx. 
2 2The Mossawa Center, Israel and Its Arab Palestinian Citizens, 2017, p.4, 

http://www.mossawa.org/eng/Public/file/0Israel%20and%20its%20Arab%20Palestinian%20Citizens%20 -
%2024%20May%202017.pdf. 
3 See the website of the Israeli Ministry of Religious Services: 

https://www.gov.il/he/Departments/ministry_of_religious_services.  



•The National Entry into Israel Law(also known as the “Citizenship and Family 
Unification Law”) was passed in 2003 as a temporary security measure and has been 

renewed every year since then. The law denies citizenship and residency status to the 
spouse of an Israeli citizen who comes from the OPT, Gaza or any country deemed an 

“enemy”. This law disproportionately impacts Palestinian Arab citizens of Israel as they 
are the ones most likely to have spouses living in the OPT, Gaza, refugee camps in 
Lebanon or Syria, or in the diaspora. 

•The Jewish National-State Law passed in July 2018 explicitly identifies the State 
of Israel as the nation-state of the Jewish people securing the ethnic-religious character 

of Israel as exclusively Jewish. It tasks the State to “preserve the cultural, historical and 
religious heritage of the Jewish people in the diaspora.” It also requires “the 
development of Jewish settlements as a national value.”4 Moreover, it has been 

estimated that since 1948 Israel has built “close to 1,100 Jewish settlements between 
the Jordan and Mediterranean Sea. At the same time, it destroyed over 400 villages and 

forbade Arabs to build new locations.”5 The only exception to this are the few enclaves 
that the State created –on Bedouin land –in which to concentrate forcibly displaced 
Bedouin communities. In addition, many Palestinian villages and communities that pre-

date the establishment of the State of Israel but lie within its borders remain 
unrecognised by the State and are therefore not provided any basic government 

services such as electricity, water, sewage or roads. While Israeli Jewish citizens enjoy 
a robust building boom, Palestinian Arab citizens are routinely denied building permits. 
Any construction built without a permit maybe demolished. Over 50,000 Palestinian 

families live in homes under threat of demolition.6 Recent legislation has significantly 
increased enforcement of demolition orders and the severity of fines. For Palestinians 

living in the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip, the assault on their 
humanity and human rights is constant and pernicious. For more than a half-century, 
men, women and children in the OPT have lived under a military occupation. Under 

international law, Israel, as the occupying power,  
is responsible for protecting the Palestinian population under its control and providing 

for their welfare and well-being. It is also incumbent on Israel to respect, protect and 
enable the full exercise of this population’s human rights.7 Yet during these intervening 
years, nothing less than an aberration of these responsibilities has been the reality: 

•Palestinians have watched their right to self-determination being denied with the 
approval of every new Israeli settlement –all illegal under international law. As of 2018, 

an estimated 628,000 Jewish Israeli citizens had moved into settlements in the West 

                                                                 
4 The Mossawa Center, Israel and Its Arab Palestinian Citizens, 2017, p.12, 

http://www.mossawa.org/eng/Public/file/0Israel%20and%20its%20Arab%20Palestinian%20Citizens%20 -
%2024%20May%202017.pdf. 
5 Oren Yiftachel, Studying Naqab/Negev Bedouins—Toward a colonial paradigm?, HAGAR Studies in 
Culture, Polity and Identities Vol.8 (2), 2008, page 6, 

http://www.geog.bgu.ac.il/members/Yiftachel/new_papers_2009/yiftachel%20hagar%202008.pdf.  
6 The Mossawa Center, Israel and Its Arab Palestinian Citizens, 2017, p.11, 
http://www.mossawa.org/eng/Public/file/0Israel%20and%20its%20Arab%20Palestinian%20Citizens%20 -

%2024%20May%202017.pdf. 
7 United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (ECHO), Occupied Palestinian 
Territories; Humanitarian Facts and Figures, 2017, p.1, https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian -

facts-and-figures. 



Bank and East Jerusalem with Israel providing security, administrative services, 
housing, transportation, education, and medical care for them.88 Settlement expansion 

often comes at the expense of Palestinian suffering and humiliation. For example, on 
one day in 2018, Israel destroyed –to expand or build a new illegal settlement –three 

water systems, six homes, eight livelihood structures and four solar panel systems. 
Eleven of those structures had been funded by the EU.9 

•Freedom of movement provides access to employment, education, medical 

care, religious observance, and the ability to gather with family and friends. For too 
many Palestinians, freedom of movement remains an elusive right. International travel 

or a simple trip of a few miles demands an Israeli permit which is often denied or 
endlessly delayed. Military checkpoints, roadblocks and the imposing Separation Barrier 
(which isolates 11,000 Palestinians on its western side10) inflict enormous hardship on 

Palestinians and are an assault on their dignity and rights as “free” human beings. 
•Palestinians are subjected to Israeli military law and judicial system, which has a 

near-100% conviction rate; whereas, Israeli civil law and court proceedings are applied 
to Jewish residents living in the settlements. Palestinian children are regularly denied 
many of the customary protections afforded Israeli minors. They are traumatised by 

nighttime raids and arrests, interrogations without a guardian or counsel, and 
documented abusive physical and mental treatment. The military court system mocks 

their rights to fair and equitable treatment as civilians and juveniles. On average,500-
700 Palestinian children (ages 12-17) are detained and prosecuted every year.11 

•Palestinian requests for building permits are rarely if ever granted. Thus, any 

necessary renovation or expansion of a home, farming or animal structure, digging of a 
well, etc. can be considered illegal and subject to demolition. This extends to schools 

and other municipal buildings. Today, 6152 structures have been demolished, 9519 
men, women and children have been displaced, and another hundred-thousand-plus 
people have been negatively affected. There are some 13,000 pending Israeli 

demolition orders, including 40 against schools, leaving thousands of Palestinians living 
under the looming threat of homelessness.12 

•Livelihoods are rendered obsolete by the destruction of fields and the uprooting 
of fruit and ancient olive trees by Israeli bulldozers and at the hands of settlers. Not only 
does this create grave economic hardship, it tears at the very fabric of generations of 

family histories and deeply  
held ties to the land of their ancestors. Since 1967, over 2.5 million trees and saplings 

have been uprooted or damaged.13 
•Fair allocation of resources, especially water, is critical to every population and 

affects all aspects of daily life. In the West Bank virtually all of the territory’s water 

                                                                 
8 Human Rights Watch, Israel and Palestine: events of 2018, https://www.hrw.org/world-
report/2019/country-chapters/israel/palestine. 
9 9See the website of the Alliance for Water Justice in Palestine: www.waterjusticepalestine.org.  
10 Human Rights Watch, Israel and Palestine: events of 2018, https://www.hrw.org/world-
report/2019/country-chapters/israel/palestine. 
11 See this website of Defence for Children International –Palestine: https://www.dci-
palestine.org/issues_military_detention.  
12 Institute for Middle East Understanding (IMEU), Palestine: 2018 in Review, 
https://imeu.org/article/palestine-2018-in-review. 
13 See the website of the Alliance for Water Justice in Palestine: www.waterjusticepalestine.org.  



resources, fertile grazing pastures and agricultural land, and areas for mining and 
mineral extraction are in Area C which comprises 60% of the West Bank and is under 

full Israeli control. The Palestinian population has little to no access to these resources. 
Only 50.9% of Palestinian households have access to water. Israel, who controls over 

80% of the water, forbids Palestinians from taking water from rivers, streams, creeks, 
lakes and reservoirs; nor does it allow the collection of runoff water in dams. Settlers 
utilise more than six times the amount of water than the over three million Palestinians 

who must rely on captured rainwater in cisterns or water purchased from Israel at 
exorbitant prices.14 For twelve years, Gaza has been collectively punished by Israel’s 

devastating land, air and sea blockade bringing this tiny enclave of 365 sq. kilometers 
(141 sq. miles) and 2 million people to the brink of an inhumane existence: 

•Four Israeli military operations (2004, 2008-9, 2012, 2014) and on-going 

incursions as well as intra-fighting among Palestinian rivals and factions have killed and 
maimed thousands of civilians. They have destroyed or so significantly damaged 

Gaza’s infrastructure that the electric, water, desalination and sewage plants are 
virtually non-functional, severely compromising all dimensions of Gazan society. 97% of 
Gaza’s population (991,400 children) do not have access to clean drinking water as 

97% of it is contaminated. Infant mortality rates have increased and a quarter of the 
diseases diagnosed in Gaza have been deemed a result of the lack of clean water. 

Sewage flows through neighbourhoods into the sea which is now 73% polluted.15Yet 
Israel is referred to as a “global leader in innovative and breakthrough technologies to 
manage scarce water resources.” 

•Affecting all aspects of daily life for every Gazan is the severe shortage of 
electricity and fuel which are essential for everything: powering water pumps and 

desalination plants, keeping the lights and machines working in a hospital or school, or 
simply running a refrigerator at home. In 2019, Gazans had access to electricity 
anywhere from 9-15 hours a day.16 Most recently, Prime Minister Netanyahu ordered 

the military to cut fuel transfers to Gaza in half, further exacerbating an already 
dangerous situation.17 

•Israel maintains strict control over all materials and goods that enter Gaza. This 
has led to severe shortages of necessary items needed to repair and rebuild the 
infrastructure, homes, schools, and hospitals damaged or destroyed by the fighting. 

These restrictions drastically impede the ability of hospitals and businesses to function, 
even minimally. At the same time, Israel also dictates what products and produce can 

leave Gaza –where it can be sold and when. This has systematically undermined any 
economic security or growth for Gazans.  

•Gazans with life-threatening illnesses and diseases who require urgent or 

ongoing care (e.g. cancer and dialysis treatment) are relegated to relying on Israel’s 
permission to travel. Permits are often denied or delayed leaving vulnerable patients 

                                                                 
14 Idem 
15 Idem 
16 United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA),Improvements to Gaza 
electricity supply: New gridlines and sustainable power solutions enhance hospital services, 16 July 2019, 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/improvements-gaza-electricity-supply. 
17 Washington Post, Israel PM cuts Gaza fuel transfers amid flurry of threats, 26 August 2019, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/israel -cuts-gaza-fuel-transfers-in-half-after-rocket-

attack/2019/08/26/0e259ac4-c7d3-11e9-9615-8f1a32962e04_story.html?noredirect=on.  



helpless and hopeless. For those Gazans who need regular medical care, the situation 
is dire. As of July 2019, 49% of essential drugs were at zero stock level (less than a 

month of stock).18 
•Students, young artists and entrepreneurs have little to no opportunity to pursue 

their passions or lifelong dreams, dimming their hopes for a better future. A generation 
of vibrant, capable human beings are being disenfranchised of their right for “fullness of 
life” (John 10:10). 

•In 2000, Gaza had 10,000 fishermen. Today, only one-third are still working as 
such and 95% of them live under the poverty line. Israel determines the fishing 

perimeters, which are expanded and contracted constantly, making an accurate 
determination of where it is safe to fish extremely difficult. Fishermen are subjected to 
live fire from Israeli soldiers and have often had their boats seized only to be returned 

damaged or without their engines and nets.19 
•As in the OPT, representatives from the United Nations and human rights 

organisations, journalists and others are often denied entry to Gaza, limiting proper 
oversight and transparency of the ways in which Palestinian lives are being affected by 
Israel’s actions and policies.  

All of these realities expose the many (but far from only)ways in which the humanity and 
rights of Palestinians are denied. Therefore, we must ask ourselves that if we embrace 

the belief that all humans are created by God as equals (“For God shows no partiality” 
Romans 2:11) and that all persons deserve to live in fullness with dignity and equal 
rights, must we not raise our collective voices to demand that Palestinians and Israelis 

share equally in these inalienable gifts from God? Pax Christi International strongly 
affirms its commitment to advocate for a just and sustainable solution to the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict which recognises, affirms and protects the human dignity of every 
woman, man and child. We call on the international community to assert its influence 
and push for a renewed peace process based on respect and protection of human 

rights.  
 
 
 
 

Links 

 

Pax Christi International 
http://www.paxchristi.net/  

 
Pax Christi U.S.A. 

http://www.paxchristiusa.org  
 
Pax Christi Texas 

http://www.paxchristitexas.org  
 

                                                                 
18 United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA),Gaza strip: early warning 
indicators, July 2019, https://www.ochaopt.org/sites/default/files/early_warning_indicator_july_2019.pdf.  
19 See the website of the Alliance for Water Justice in Palestine: www.waterjusticepalestine.org.  
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Pax Christi Dallas 
http://www.Paxchristidallastx.org  

 
Pax Christi San Antonio 

http://www.paxchristisa.org 
 
Marianist Social Justice Collaborative 

www.msjc.net  
 

Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word, International JPIC Committee 
http://saccvi.blogspot.com/  
 

San Antonio Peace Center 
http://www.sanantoniopeace.center 

 
Interfaith Radio, (Interfaith Voices) 
http://www.interfaithradio.org/   

 
Texas Catholic Campaign to End the Death Penalty 

www.txccedp.org 
 
Dialogue Institute of San Antonio  

www.thedialoginstitute.org/san-antonio/ 
 

Climate Change 
www.creation-care.com  
 

NowCastSA 
www.nowcastsa.com/  
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